
Regular Meeting of the Durham County Board of Health, held  
  
May 9, 2002, with the following members present:  
 
William H. Burch, Chairman, William Small, Ellen Reckhow,  
 
Ruth Smullin, Dr. William C. Bordley, Dr. Michael O. Royster,  
 
Sandra A. Peele, Lorraine Salois-Dean and Dr. Ronald Spain.  
 
Excused Absence: Dr. Philip McHugh and Robin Blanton.  
 
 
      CALL TO ORDER.  Mr. Burch, Chairman, called the Regular 
Meeting to order. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  Ms. Reckhow made a motion to 
approve the minutes of February 21, 2002 and March 14, 2002.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Royster and approved unanimously. 
  

The Board congratulated Ms. Reckhow for having received the 
North Carolina Association of Community Education prestigious Rex 
Whittington Award for her outstanding contribution to community 
education in North Carolina. 
 

COMPENSATION FOR BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS. 
Dr. Bordley made a motion for the Board members not to receive a stipend 
for their attendance at meetings.  Ruth Smullin seconded the motion and it 
passed with no opposition. [G.S. 130A-35.(h) compensation to members is 
not mandatory.]  
 

The Health Director thanked the Board of its commitment to 
protect and promote public health without being compensated for its time. 
 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS.  The Health Director recommended 
Board approval of the following amendments. 

• Recognize $9,183.83 excess revenue in Jail Health Fees.  The 
funds will be used to supplement shortfall in the Jail’s 
miscellaneous Contracted Services line item. 

• Recognize $7,539.56 in the Laboratory cost center.  It is requested 
that excess funds be used to supplement shortfall in Tuberculosis 
cost center due to increased TB contacts. 

 
Mr. Letourneau said these budget amendments require no  

additional county funds. 
 
 Ms. Reckhow made a motion to approve the budget amendments 
as  presented.  Dr. Spain seconded the motion and it passed with no 
opposition. 
 
 GUN SAFETY UPDATE.  Joanie Hoggard, Health Educator, 
provided the Board with an overview outlining the activities of the Gun 
Safety Team. [The Board adopted a Resolution Regarding Gun Safety on 
November 23, 1999].   
 
 Ms. Hoggard said the Team focuses on its mission, which is “To 
reduce death/injury related to firearms through broad based and preventive 
strategies to promote a safe (violence free) environment for our children”.    
 
 



A Regular Meeting of the Durham County Board of Health, held 
 

2

May 9, 2002. 
 
 

Ms. Hoggard said the Team provides education, materials, and a 
constant awareness of the gunlock program as it advocates for all gun 
owners to be responsible and help to prevent firearm injuries and death.  
The Team has been accepted in school-based settings, recreational 
facilities, faith groups, special housing populations, community 
organizations, law enforcement agencies, medical/health providers, and at 
worksites.  

 
Several of the Gun Safety Team members were present and 

addressed the Board.  Marcia Owen – Religious Coalition for Nonviolent 
Durham and Million Mom March, Deputy Brendan Hartigan – Durham 
County Sheriff’s Office, Tamera Coyne Beasley, MD - UNC Department 
of Pediatrics, Lincoln Community Health Center, and the Teen Link 
Program, and Jim Polk – Durham Public Schools.   

 
Ms. Hoggard also thanked Ms. Smullin and Ms. Reckhow for their 

strong support and the contributions they have made in the promotion of 
gun safety.  

 
Each of the Team members provided an update of gun safety 

activities in their particular area of concentration and thanked the Board of 
Health for its commitment to a serious but preventable public health 
problem. 

 
The Health Director and the Board thanked the Gun Team for their 

excellent presentations and for their determination to make a difference in 
the community. 

 
DISCUSSION OF RESTAURANT GRADING SYSTEM- 

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION.  Mr. Marvin Hobbs, RS, 
Environmental Health Supervisor, assisted by Marc Meyer, RS, 
Environmental Health Specialist, presented information to the Board. 

 
Mr. Hobbs said currently the State of North Carolina uses the A, B, 

and C grade cards for posting sanitation scores in establishments under 
Health Department permit. 
 
 Mr. Hobbs said the grade cards serve a dual purpose; first the cards 
serve as an enforcement tool to gain compliance with the state rules and 
regulations; and second the cards are advisory to the dining public of the 
sanitary conditions in an establishment’s kitchen. 
 
 The grading is an l00-point demerit system with 70 being the 
lowest score, below which would require the establishment to close.  A 
numerical score is affixed to each alphabetical grade card.  
 
 Upon the initial inspection of an establishment the Environmental 
Health Specialist (EHS) shall designate the location for posting the grade 
card.  The grade card shall be posted in a conspicuous place where the 
public, upon entry, may readily observe it.  If the responsible person of the 
establishment objects to the location chosen by the EHS then the 
responsible person may suggest an alternative location.  [As a matter of 
policy, the EH Food and Lodging Section does respect décor].  The 
responsible person of the establishment shall keep the grade card posted at 
the designated location at all times. 
 
 In 1997 the rules and regulations that govern restaurant and other 
foodhandling establishments were revised.  As a part of the revisions, a 
pilot program was initiated in seven counties to post a numerical score 
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rather than the letter grade card.  The Department of Environment, Health, 
and Natural Resources shall evaluate the pilot program and report to the 
Commission for Health Services.  The seven counties selected for the pilot 
project were Burke, Cabarrus, Catawba, Macon, Mecklenburg, New 
Hanover, and Wilson.  The five comparison counties selected were 
Cleveland, Lincoln, Onslow, Robeson, and Wake.   
 
 Surveys were distributed among consumers, Environmental Health 
staff, and Restaurateurs in the twelve counties.  The conclusion of the 
survey data indicates positive trends for public health, therefore the 
Environmental Health Services Section, Division of Environmental 
Health, DEHR, will recommend to the Commission of Health Services 
that the State adopt the sanitation score card statewide. 
 
 There was a great deal of discussion by the Board. 
 
 Mr. Letourneau said that Health Directors across the state have 
overwhelmingly rejected the proposition that the numerical score card be 
substituted for the letter score card and have recommended however, that 
the letter grade and the numerical score of similar size be posted side by 
side. 
 
 The Board reviewed and amended a draft resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING EXISTING LETTER SYSTEM AND NUMERICAL SCORE POSTING 
THROUGHOUT THE STATE 

 
WHEREAS, the Durham County Board of Health is responsible for restaurant and other foodservice 
inspections in an effort to better protect the public health; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Durham County Board of Health advocates innovative methods of working with both citizens 
and the foodservice industry and believes the current letter grade along with a more prominent posting of the 
numerical score will better inform the consumers of the sanitary status of food handling establishments and 
encourage improvement of the sanitation level of these facilities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Environmental Health Staff of Durham County Health Department believes that the existing 
letter grading system with the addition of a more prominent numerical score will allow accurate grading of 
establishments to protect public health while preserving a system already familiar to the public; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Durham County Board of Health respectfully request that the 
existing letter system along with the enlargement of the numerical score as prominent as the letter grade to be 
implemented throughout the State of North Carolina. 
 

 Ms. Reckhow made a motion that the Board adopt the Resolution 
Supporting Existing Letter System and Numerical Score Posting 
Throughout The State and that the resolution be forwarded to the 
Commission for Health Services.   

 
The Board expressed their concern about the current grading 

system, as well as, the current fee associated with food establishment 
inspections. 

 
The motion was seconded and passed with no opposition. 
 
N. C. ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH 

(NCALBH).  Ms. Salois-Deane provided other Board members the current 
activities of the Association. 

 
Mr. Carmine Rocco, Executive Director, has resigned and is now 

Health Director in Warren County.  As a result of the resignation, the 
Association is in a state of transition. 

 
Ms. Salois-Deane reported that Dr. Rachael Stevens, recently 

retired Deputy Director of the N. C. Institute of Public Health (NCIPH), 
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said that some of the activities of the Association are being moved to the 
Institute and it is unknown what impact the move will have on training 
opportunities. 

 
Ms. Salois-Deane said there is uncertainty about the NCALBH 

Executive Director position.  Barbara Hughes, the current President-Elect 
and the Executive Committee are working with H. Pennington “Penny” 
Whiteside, named Deputy Director, NCIPH, effective July 1, 2002, to 
decide the future direction for the Association. 

 
Ms. Salois-Deane said the NCIPH is a service initiative of UNC 

School of Public Health and is a regional public health training center for 
the Southeast.  The Institute provides specialized training, consulting, 
research and technical assistance to organizations and agencies that 
practice public health care and public health in the state. 

 
Ms. Salois-Deane and the Health Director agreed that this 

affiliation is an opportunity to learn from each other.  The Institute has 
provided consultation and technical assistance in Bioterrorism planning 
activities for the NC Division of Public Health and Emergency 
Preparedness projects. 

 
There was Board discussion. 
 
Ms. Salois-Deane said the Association’s emphasis is on training 

but there are no activities at the present time. 
 
The Chairman thanked Ms. Salois-Deane for her informative 

presentation. 
 
RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE OF N. C. TO 

INCREASE THE TAX ON CIGARETTES.   Ms. Reckhow had 
requested at the March 14th meeting that the Board take appropriate action 
to urge legislators to support the cigarette tax increase be set at a higher 
rate. 

A draft resolution was reviewed and amended by the Board.  
RESOLUTION URGING THE STATE OF NORTH 

CAROLINA TO INCREASE THE TAX ON CIGARETTES 

 
WHEREAS, the Durham County Board of Health is delegated the responsibility to protect and promote the 
public health; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Durham County Board of Health upholds the mission of the Durham County Health 
Department to preserve, protect and enhance the general health and environment of the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, the general goals of the Durham County Health Department include the promotion of "healthy and 
safe lifestyles" and "identification and reduction of health risks in the community"; and 
 
WHEREAS, a goal of Healthy People 2010 is to "reduce illness, disability, and death related to tobacco use and 
exposure to secondhand smoke"; and 

 
WHEREAS, death rates from heart disease and cancer, the leading causes of death in North Carolina and 
Durham, are partially attributable to smoking and tobacco use; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current tax on cigarettes in North Carolina is well below the national average and only higher 
than two other states; and 
  
WHEREAS, seventy percent of the 638 participants, in a current North Carolina Public Health Awareness 
Survey, favorably responded to a cigarette tax increase of $0.25 to more than  $1.00 (provided that the money 
is used to fund tobacco use prevention programs for youth); and 
 
WHEREAS, each year 24,200 children in North Carolina become regular daily smokers and 1/3 of those will 
die prematurely; and 
  
WHEREAS, other states have seen a reduction in teen smoking associated with a tax increase; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control reported that tobacco use cost North Carolina $4.75 billion 
annually in health care expenses and lost productivity; and 
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WHEREAS, North Carolina can collect significant additional revenue that would help to ease the financial 
crisis it currently faces;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Durham County Board of Health determines that a tax increase to 
the national average of $0.45 needs to be applied to the real price of a pack of cigarettes.  Only then will an 
overall reduction in youth and adult consumption be realized as well as the added benefit of a significant 
increase in revenue generated for the State of North Carolina. 
 

 Dr. Bordley made a motion to adopt the resolution as amended and 
distribute to appropriate persons.   The motion was seconded and 
approved with no opposition.   
 

[Action: The Chairman prepared a letter urging legislators to introduce; support 
and lobby for legislation to support the Resolution.  Both documents were mailed to the 
Governor, Speaker of the House, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and Durham 
County State Legislators. Resolution was sent to State Health Directors and Senator 
Eleanor Kinnaird, Orange County.] 

 
There was further Board discussion. 
 
Ms. Reckhow said the Board of County Commissioners has 

included a request for a cigarette tax increase on their legislative agenda 
and directions were given to develop a resolution as a part of the Board of 
Commissioners’ package.  

 
VIDEO – TOOTH FERRY – AIRED ON WTVD, CHANNEL 

11, APRIL 17, 2002 – 5:00 P.M.  Dr. McIntosh, Dental Director, 
received a call from the Division of Community Health, Duke University 
Medical Center (DUMC) that Channel 11 wanted to do a segment on the 
Tooth Ferry.   

 
Dr. Jimmy Sarant, a private Raleigh dentist, had intervened with a 

charity, Smiles For Life, the Teammates for Kids Foundation, on behalf of 
the Tooth Ferry and Duke had received a $25,000 donation.   

 
Dr. Sarant was the largest donor for a program where private 

dentists give money they earn from tooth whitening.  He requested the 
donation be given to support a community project in the Triangle Area. 

 
In screening for the program to receive the donation, DUMC was 

contacted.  Dr. Sarant believed the donation should support a dental 
program.  The Tooth Ferry was just such a program.  

 
Mr. Letourneau said today’s article in the News & Observer about 

the Neighborhood Nurse Program was very positive.  The article 
illustrates the value and acceptance of the program located in the Few 
Gardens and Fayetteville Street public housing complexes.  

 
SYPHILIS UPDATE.  Dr. Sena reported a significant increase in 

primary and secondary syphilis in 2002 as compared to the 2000 data.  
The number of cases encountered in 2000 was 18 cases and in 2002 to 
date there are 16 cases. 

 
She reported that the N. C. HIV/STD Prevention Branch has issued 

a syphilis alert to community physicians and private medical doctors 
regarding the problem of a continual disproportionate increase in syphilis 
cases in North Carolina.   

   
 
Dr. Sena provided demographics and risk factors.  She said the 

increase is primarily in minority males and that over 50% are >40 years of 
age.  She said the risk factors are really not what would be expected. 
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The Medical Director reported that the Health Department has 

developed strategies to address.    
• Clinicians – increased syphilis awareness 
• Contact investigation – increased presence of disease 

intervention specialists 
• Community education and screening – outreach scheduled 

by Syphilis Elimination Program for May 21st based on 
geographic mapping 

• Collaboration – meetings with NC STD/HIV Program 
consultants 

 
Dr. Sena reported that the State has committed a Disease 

Intervention Specialist (DIS) to focus on community education and 
screening exclusively in Durham County. 

 
Mr. Letourneau said the increase in cases of primary and 

secondary syphilis is attributable to the commercial sex industry 
 
There was Board discussion. 
 
The Health Director reported that the Department is losing a 

position in HIV/STD Testing and Counseling as a part of the budget 
reduction and this presents a resource issue.  

 
Mr. Small asked about the possibility of training NCCU Health 

Education students to provide community outreach to augment some of 
the staffing problems encountered.  He said this is a disease that is 
preventable and curable and the Department must be vigilant in its efforts. 

 
The Health Director agreed and said he would investigate 

additional avenues for providing education in the community. 
 
There was further Board discussion. 
 
Mr. Letourneau said the Department has been extremely active in 

providing outreach. He said that he is very proud of a highly dedicated 
staff who face resource constraints and staffing shortages but are still out 
in the community every day meeting people and providing education and 
services. 

 
HEALTH DIRECTOR REPORT -   May 2002 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION. 
• Work by the “Community Life Court Sub-Committee for Policy and 

Procedural Review”, chaired by Mike Turner, Director of the General 
Services Department, lead to the EH Division having an expedient 
means to process enforcement actions.  Donnie McFall and other EH 
Staff met with District Attorney Jim Hardin to discuss utilization of his 
office and the Community Life Court.  Valuable information was 
shared that helped with understanding each other’s needs for the 
process to be successful.  

 
  
• Temporary food stands at the recent one-day “Earth Day Festival” 

were regulated and permitted by the General Inspections Section as a 
result of new permitting requirements initiated through HB 312 (no 
more two-day or less exemptions).  Additional after-hour and weekend 
duty can be expected of staff to provide coverage for festivals, 
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carnivals or any events that offer food for sale.  As a summer seasonal 
expectation, the Section has also received numerous requests for 
consultation regarding pushcarts and mobile food units.  

• Even in an economic recession requests for services of the Water and 
Waste Section has continued at a steady pace.  Third quarter activities 
included 514 well site consults and 648 site and soil consults.   

• Glenn Lilly, Plan Review Program Specialist of the General 
Inspections Section, was actively engaged during the opening of South 
Point Mall.  A limited number of restaurants received permits when 
they satisfied all requirements as outlined by the rules.  In total, twenty 
permits have now been issued for this commercial venture.   

 
HEALTH EDUCATION DIVISION.   
• Corinne Alvin, Project STAND LPN, offers Syphilis testing to inmates 

at the County Jail on a daily basis.  A total of 92 inmates were tested, 
and 5 tests were reactive. 

• Ashley Graham and Tim Moore each conducted an STD presentation 
for classes on the campus of NCCU. 

• Ashley Graham and Jessica Self assisted the Wake County Syphilis 
Elimination Project with an ICEE (Intensive Community Education 
Effort) on March 16. 

• Project STAND collaborated with two neighborhood nurses to conduct 
an ICEE at Fayetteville Street Housing Development on March 21.  
Project StraighTalk staff, DIS staff, and representatives from the state 
office assisted in the outreach effort.  A total of 22 people were tested 
for Syphilis.  All of the tests were non-reactive. 

• Ashley Graham and Jessica Self attended a STD/HIV Update in 
Raleigh on March 15.  The University of South Florida College of 
Medicine and The Florida AIDS Education and Training Centers 
(AETC) Network sponsored the program. 

• Ashley Graham facilitated the monthly Project STAND interdivisional 
meeting on March 28. 

• Tim Moore and Carlotta Lee conducted 5 Safer-Sex follow-up 
programs with NCCU’s Project SAFE (Save a Fellow Eagle) peer 
educators.   

• Carlotta Lee served as a guest panelist for Durham’s Black Church 
Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS at North East Baptist Church. 

• Carlotta Lee conducted a program on STD’s and Safer Sex for Dr. 
Jolly’s Critical Foundation Arts and Sciences course. 

• Caressa McLaughlin presented facts on how HIV has affected African 
Americans during the “Black Church Week of Prayer for the Healing 
of AIDS”, March 3-9 at various churches in Durham. 

• Caressa McLaughlin and Jessica Self tabled an HIV exhibit for the 
Sixth Annual HIV Treatment Update sponsored by Duke DART, UNC 
Clinical Trials Unit, and the Piedmont HIV Health Care Consortium 
on March 20. 

• Tim Moore conducted two education sessions at TROSA (Triangle 
Residential Options for Substance Abusers, Inc.). 

• Communicable Disease Education staff met with staff from El Centro 
Hispano and American Social Health Association (ASHA) to plan 
activities for the “Playin’ It Safe” event for STD Awareness Month in 
April. 

• Staff from the Health Education Division participated in a TB outreach 
at Crossroads Apartments. 



A Regular Meeting of the Durham County Board of Health, held 
 

8

May 9, 2002. 
 
 

• Project StraighTalk and Project STAND collaborated with El Centro 
Hispano’s Project LIFE and the American Social Health Association 
(ASHA) to coordinate and conduct a basketball event to promote STD 
Awareness Month.  Staff conducted community outreach to promote 
the event and participated in planning meetings prior to the event.  
There were approximately 125 participants at the bilingual event held 
at the Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club.  Trophies were awarded to 
the 45 individuals playing basketball.  

• Tim Moore presented information about Project StraighTalk’s Barber 
and Beautician Peer Education Program at the Magnolia Forum.  This 
is an annual event for Triangle area HIV/ AIDS service providers. 

• Staff conducted weekly community outreach for STD Awareness 
month, reaching approximately 300 people.  Community Advisory 
Council members also participated in the effort.  

• Carlotta Lee and Tim Moore conducted a STD and prevention 
program for clients at the Durham Exchange.   

• Ashley Graham conducted a STD/HIV educational session for Project 
Alpha on the campus of NCCU and spoke to a group of seniors at the 
Duke Street senior site about STDs and HIV. 

• Tim Moore presented on a panel at the STD/HIV Prevention & Care 
Branch Statewide Community Planning Group meeting.  Mr. Moore 
discussed the interventions used by Project StraighTalk to reach 
injection drug users (IDUs). 

• Human growth and development, decision-making and tobacco 
education sessions were provided at 20 elementary, middle and high 
schools. 

• Staff assisted school nurses with seven Hepatitis B clinics. 
• Staff is preparing for the end of the school year ceremonies.  After a 

special meeting, it was agreed that each Teen Outreach Program 
(TOP) classroom facilitator would hold ceremonies in each TOP 
classroom at each school. 

• Two classes at CIS Academy were involved in the Teen Against 
Tobacco Use (TATU) and had the opportunity to visit elementary 
schools and talk to the fourth graders about tobacco use.  Another 
class began planting plants and flowers as a school beautification 
project.  They have been preparing for this throughout the school year. 

• Two classes at Lowes Grove Elementary School have completed their 
Public Service Announcement project this month. 

• Southern High School students experienced their first off-campus 
service learning projects this semester.  One class demonstrated great 
enthusiasm while preparing and serving lunch for the residents of the 
Meadows at Oak Grove Assisted Living Center. Another class assisted 
students with reading at Club Boulevard Elementary School. 

• Eighth grade students at Neal Middle School gave anti-tobacco 
presentations to fifth grade students at Merrick Moore Elementary 
School. 

• A grant proposal for Minority Infant Mortality Reduction was 
submitted to the state on March 8, 2002. 

• T.E.A.S. held a special evaluation meeting in February to discuss the 
process, impact and effectiveness of the project.  Many of the fifth 
year participants took ownership of the project and challenged all 
participants to adhere to program guidelines. 

• Jennifer Woodward produced and distributed the final edition of 
Health Notes for the 2001-2002 school year. 
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• Staff drafted a tobacco tax resolution for the Board of Health.  Staff 
also helped collect, judge, and display posters for the dental health 
poster contest at Lakewood Elementary School. 

• The Teen Outreach Program participants have completed their service 
learning projects and are preparing for end of the year ceremonies.  
Seventh graders from Chewning School worked hard on completing 
their service learning project which included making benches, 
flowerbeds, and cleaning the nature trail on school grounds.  Eighth 
graders from Githens and Chewning Schools delivered grab bags, 
wrote poems, and made cards for two retirement homes.  Two parents 
of TOP participants from Githens School volunteered to assist students 
at the retirement homes.  A class from CIS Academy completed 
working with SEEDS and planted flowers in front of the school.  
Watering cans were purchased so that students could water and 
maintain the flowerbeds. 

• Childbirth and parenting classes were held at Lincoln Community 
Health Center, Butner Federal Prison, and Riverside. 

• OB Staff participated in a health fair at the Cornwallis Housing 
Development.  Staff also conducted a public service announcement on 
infant mortality on WDNC. 

• Joanie Hoggard and Aimee Krans assisted the Nutrition Division by 
appearing as Power Panther for National Nutrition Month in Durham 
Elementary Schools. 

• Aimee Krans participated on the planning committee for the Durham 
Senior Games.  

• Health Promotion & Wellness wrote a Letter of Intent for a 1.1 million 
dollar grant funding for the Active for Life project.  If funded, this four 
year grant will promote physical activity for adults 50 years of age and 
older. 

• Aimee Krans & Joanie Hoggard recorded a Sun & Skin Safety PSA at 
WDNC. 

• Joanie Hoggard participated in the 10th Annual Vigil against Violence 
at the Courthouse. 

• Aimee Krans & Joanie Hoggard, in collaboration with the Cooperative 
Extension, conducted a “Color Me Healthy” session at Operation 
Breakthrough reaching 50 Durham County Day Care Providers. 

• Willa Robinson, Joanie Hoggard, and Aimee Krans participated in the 
Senior Games kick-off on April 22. 

• Joanie Hoggard received a request to make a presentation at the 
National Association of Local Boards of Health in New Orleans on 
Durham County’s Gun Safety Initiative. 

 
NUTRITION DIVISION 
Infant Mortality Prevention—Medical Nutrition Therapy 
• Provided 143 medical nutrition therapy services to pre-conceptional 

women, high-risk pregnant women, or families with high-rsk infants. 
• Provided 52 consultations to caregivers and providers regarding 

patient care. 
• Screened 1430 OB patient records for nutritional risk. 
 
Child Wellness—Child Care Nutrition Consultation 
• Presented 8 nutrition education sessions to a total of 166 providers on 

the “Color Me Healthy” nutrition and physical curriculum, food 
allergies and mealtime behavior. 
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• Conducted 29 childcare center visits for consultations with care 
providers. 

• Provided 512 written sources of information to families. 
• Conducted 1 nutrition education session for 32 children. 
• Interviewed for a National Child Care Consultant Training Videotape. 
• Delivered folic acid message to 13 childcare centers and 13 Spanish-

speaking child-care staff. 
• Developed 2 PowerPoint presentations focusing on the health of child 

care providers entitled “Color You Healthy” and “Toddler/Preschool 
Feeding”. 

• Revised "Mealtime Behavior" in-service training materials for child 
care providers 

• Reviewed a set of 4 videotapes entitled “Feeding Children in Group 
Settings”. 

 
Child Wellness—Medical Nutrition Therapy 
• Received 51 new referrals and provided 116 medical nutrition therapy 

services to children. 
• Provided 87 consultations to caregivers and providers regarding 

patient care.  
 
Child Wellness—Elementary Schools 
• Conducted 124 classroom nutrition sessions (86 included taste tests) in 

DINE for LIFE target schools.  A total of 2,160 student contacts were 
made (preK-5th grade). 

• During March, nutritionists welcomed the USDA mascot "Power 
Panther" bringing the national campaign to Durham, "Eat Smart. Play 
Hard."  USDA loaned the Power Panther costume to the Nutrition 
Division to carry behavior-focused, motivational messages about 
healthy eating and physical activity to children.  Power Panther also 
met the Durham County Commissioners and the Health Department 
Leadership Team to convey the mascot's mission. 

• Created Power Panther messages bulletin boards at E. K. Powe 
reaching 502 students; Bethesda, 755 students; Spaulding, 283 
students; Fayetteville Street, 384 students; Burton cafeteria and halls, 
400 students; RN Harris cafeteria, 310 students; Lakewood cafeteria 
and halls, 183 students.  Created Fitness messages bulletin board at 
Eastway cafeteria, 527 students; Watts cafeteria, 343 students; Pearson 
cafeteria, 368 students.  Created Breakfast messages bulletin board at 
Pearson cafeteria, 368 students. 

• Conducted "Eat Smart Play Hard" promotion with the Power Panther 
mascot at: 

• Bethesda Elementary – 4 classrooms and cafeteria reaching 753 
students 

• Fayetteville Street – 10 classrooms reaching 384 students 
• Spaulding Elementary – 2 classrooms and cafeteria reaching 283        

students 
• RN Harris Elementary – 9 classrooms and cafeteria reaching 310 

students 
• Lakewood Elementary – 8 classrooms reaching 183 students 

Burton Elementary – 11 classrooms reaching 408 students 
Watts Elementary – 13 classrooms reaching 343 students 

• Eastway Elementary – 11 classrooms and cafeteria reaching 527 
students 

• Pearson Elementary – 14 classrooms and cafeteria reaching 368 
students 
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• Conducted low fat milk taste tests at Pearson and E.K. Powe 
Elementary. 

• Participated in health fair at Pearson Elementary, reaching 368 
children and featuring 5-A-Day spin board, the 3-D Food Guide 
Pyramid, food models and handouts. 

• Convened and facilitated two Healthy Achievement Advisory Council 
meetings. 

• Worked with Durham School of the Arts to develop a Healthy 
Achievement Logo. 

• Researched funding options for Healthy Achievement with the N.C. 
Dept. Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control, and 
Aetna Healthcare. 

 
Success Stories/Outcomes/Impact 
• A Kindergarten teacher at Burton Elementary said that the students 

always get very excited when low fat milk is available in the cafeteria. 
• For several years, nutritionists have encouraged school cafeteria 

managers to provide more low fat milk options to students, but some 
managers reported problems getting low fat milk delivered.  
Nutritionists took their concerns to the regional Southeastern United 
Dairy Industry Association (SUDIA) representative who arranged a 
meeting of the local Flav-O-Rich representative and the cafeteria 
managers.  The Flav-O-Rich representative discussed ways to 
introduce low fat milk in the cafeterias and asked the managers to 
contact him if they encountered any problems in the future.  Since the 
meeting, five DINE for LIFE target schools have offered new low fat 
milks; three offered special milk taste testing to students; four now 
receive their 1% plain milk orders. 

• A second grade teacher at Lakewood Elementary used The Herald Sun 
Newspapers in Education series produced by the Nutrition Division 
for National Nutrition Month.  After the lesson, students developed a 
listing of healthy and unhealthy snacks and requested the nutritionist 
to answer their questions. 

• Spaulding Elementary began publishing a monthly newsletter.  The 
school leadership team met and recommended a “Health/Nutrition 
Corner" be included in the newsletter. This will provide an avenue for 
our DINE nutritionist in the school to communicate nutrition 
information to parents and to reinforce classroom learning. 

• The cafeteria manager at Bethesda Elementary invited the DINE 
nutritionist to participate in an after school nutrition class with a 
photographer from Durham Public Schools.  Parents were also invited. 

• The principal at Fayetteville Street asked the DINE nutritionist to 
decorate the school with nutrition posters to represent the DINE for 
LIFE program for a group of visitors coming to the school. 

• While walking down the hall at E. K. Powe Elementary, the DINE 
nutritionist overheard a conversation between a student in a first grade 
class and the school counselor.  When asked if he had any plans for 
spring break, the student said, “Yes, I am going to exercise.”  Then she 
asked what else he was going to do, he stated, “Eat healthy foods”.  
The counselor then stated, “I bet you are also going to watch TV and 
play video games.”  The student responded emphatically, “NO.”  (The 
nutritionist in the school hallway overheard this interchange.) 

• The principal at Bethesda originally did not want Power Panther to 
visit classrooms, but once she saw Power Panther interact with the 
students, she requested that a visit be made to all the kindergarten 
classrooms. 
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• A student at Spaulding Elementary reported that his mother uses "his 
water bottle" while she exercises at the gym.  The DINE for LIFE had 
provided water bottles to students with a physical activity lesson. 

• A teacher at Fayetteville Street had her students create food art, and 
used their artwork to decorate a bulletin board in the 5th grade hallway.  
The bulletin board also featured the Food Guide Pyramid. 

• A student in Fayetteville Street Elementary said she once wanted to be 
a veterinarian, but now she wants to be a nutritionist.  She stated that 
she always enjoys the nutrition classes. 

• A boy in Fayetteville Street Elementary raised his hand to say that he 
wants to be a nutritionist when he grows up. 

•  During a visit with Power Panther in the cafeteria at RN Harris, the 
nutritionist noticed that every student in one of the first grade classes 
in which she teaches DINE for LIFE lessons was drinking chocolate or 
plain 1% milk.  Since the 1% milk was a new addition to the cafeteria, 
the nutritionist asked the teacher if she had pointed out the new milk to 
the students.  The teacher said that she had not, that the students made 
the choice on his or her own. 

• During the Power Panther visit in the schools, many children stated 
that they had seen posters and pictures in the cafeteria and halls.  One 
child stated, “I want to be big and strong like Power Panther”!  

• The Durham Academy of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmacy 
(DAMDP) Community Health Coalition asked permission to 
reproduce a nutrition crossword puzzle that appeared in Volume 1, 
Issue 3 of the Health Department, Alive! Newsletter. 

 
Adult Health Promotion—Medical Nutrition Therapy 
• Received 27 new referrals and provided 72 medical nutrition therapy 

services to adults. 
• Provided 32 consultations to caregivers and providers regarding 

patient care. 
• Presented session on weight management to participants of the 

Durham Center’s Intensive Stabilization Services program. 
• Spanish-speaking nutritionist assisted in Departmental TB outreach 

efforts in Hispanic community. 
 
Health Promotion—Community Outreach 
• Presented a continuing education lesson for Child Nutrition Services 

on “Food and Your Body” for 6 attendees. 
• Provided a presentation/discussion on “How Drugs and Alcohol can 

Affect Nutrition Status” to 8 adolescent males in the MAJORS 
Program. 

• Presented “Basic Nutrition and Healthy Eating” to 10 participants in 
the Salvation Army Life Skills Adult Class. 

• Presented “Healthy Snacks” to 75 adults at a PTA meeting at 
Fayetteville Street School. 

• Presented “Sodium Smarts, Tips for Cutting Sodium and Seasoning 
Food Without Salt" to 19 seniors at Little River Senior Center, 18 
seniors at North Gate Senior Center, 14 seniors at W.D. Hill Senior 
Center, and 15 seniors at Lyon Park Senior Center. 

• Presented “All About Fat” and “Heart Health for Seniors” to 13 
seniors at Durham Senior Center and for 17 seniors at Northgate 
Senior Center. 

• Presented “Smart Supermarket Shopping” to Salvation Army Life 
Skills Class. 

• Participated in health fairs at: 
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• First Baptist Church on “Tips for Cutting Fat” and “Recipe 
Modification Tips” in both English and Spanish.  Fifty people 
participated and received handouts. 

• Weaver Street Recreation Center sponsored by the City of Durham 
Department of Housing and Community Development, reaching 30 
attendees. 

• Hoover Road Community Housing Development, reaching 30 
elementary children.  Focused on heart healthy snacks featuring the 
heart and artery models, sugar tubes and sugar content of common 
foods, and food models.  Handouts, pens with target messages, and 
raisins were provided. 

• Provided Winner’s Circle training at: 
• NC Dietetic Association Annual meeting for 9 attendees. 
• DAMDP Community Health Coalition sponsored meeting with 35 

participants. 
• UNC-CH teleconference facility for NC Prevention Partners for 15 

attendees. 
• Presented a PowerPoint presentation “Registered Dietitians: The 

Nutrition Experts” to a group of 35 college students at North Carolina 
Central University Health Education Department. 

 
Media 
• Submitted seven DINE for LIFE North Carolina Community change 

success stories to North Carolina Cardiovascular Health Program.  The 
stories detailed work in schools and communities to create policy and 
environmental change. 

• Submitted articles on nutrition and fitness to 10 DINE for LIFE 
elementary schools that were included in newsletters for parents. 

• Participated in a photo shoot at CISCO Systems in Research Triangle 
Park for partnering with CISCO's Health and Fitness Center and the 
NC Department of Agriculture in a 5 A Day promotion, which won the 
company's national Community/Employee Education and Participation 
award. 

• Contributed “Breakfast for Kids” article to Carolina Parent Magazine 
(circulation 53,000). 

• Provided County Wellness Tips regarding National Nutrition Month 
via the Health Department web site and e-mail (outreach 3000). 

• Contributed “Newspapers in Education” (NIE) series in collaboration 
with The Herald-Sun and the Southeast United Dairy Industry 
Association.  Nutrition and physical activity lessons/worksheets 
submitted by Health Department nutritionists with an overall theme 
"Ready, Set, Health 2002" ran each Wednesday in March for National 
Nutrition Month.  The four lessons, “Join the Breakfast Club”, “Choc’ 
it Up”, “Start with Your Heart” and “Start Today for a Healthy 
Tomorrow”, reached the general circulation of the paper of 57,000 as 
well as classrooms participating in NIE 

• Advised media contacts of USDA Power Panther fitness promotion.  
Press Release sent to NBC 17, Durham Herald-Sun, News & 
Observer, and Durham County Public Relations Officer. 

 
 
• Participated in live interview regarding USDA Power Panther fitness 

promotion on NBC 17 television. 
• Accepted National Nutrition Month Proclamation from County 

Commissioners with Power Panther greeting Commissioners; shown 
on Time Warner Cable local government channel; listed in meeting 
agenda posted on Durham County website. 
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• Participated in Winner’s Circle interview for County Government 
Show on Time Warner Cable television. 

• Contributed “Sports Nutrition for Kids” article to Carolina Parent 
Magazine (circulation 53,000). 

• Contributed a “Food Safety” article to Health Notes, a Health 
Department newsletter distributed to Durham Public Schools staff 
(circulation 3,000). 

• Presented National Nutrition Month public service announcement 
"Start Today for a Healthy Tomorrow" on WDNC radio station. 

 
Continuing Education/Training Attended 
• N.C. Cardiovascular Health Partners Social Marketing training.  
• "Team-up for Healthy Eating and Successful Learning" workshop 

sponsored by the state. 
• Workshop on Medicare reimbursement for medical nutrition therapy at 

the North Carolina Dietetic Association annual meeting.  
• Accessing nutrition products through state programs. 
• "Infant-Parent Psychotherapy on Behalf of a Child with Failure to 

Thrive" sponsored by Department of Social Work, Duke University 
Medical Center. 

• HIPAA Concepts, Background, Impact training sponsored by Duke 
University Medical Center. 

• Popular Diets, UNC-CH Nutrition Update conference. 
 
NURSING DIVISION 
Family Planning  
• There were 253 patients seen for Initial and Annual visits during 

March 2002.  This was the same number of patients seen in March 
2001.  There were 266 Initial and Annual visits in April 2002.  This 
compares with 208 visits in April 2001.   

• In the third quarter of this fiscal year, 43% of all Family Planning 
Clinic patients were Hispanic while 52% of new patients were 
Hispanic. 

Maternal Health  
 March 2002 April 2002 

Adult OB Clinic Encounters 556 810 

Teen OB Clinic Encounters 142 163 
New Hispanic Patients 48 47 
Other New Patients 65 62 
Maternity Care Coordination Services  558 574 
Maternal Outreach Services  136 161 
Postpartum Home Visits 41 39 
Newborn Home Visits 41 41 
 
• Renovations in the OB Clinic started at the end of February are now 

completed.  This change will decrease waiting times for patients 
checking in and out of the clinic. 

• Mary Hoose, RN, a part-time employee in the TB Clinic is working an 
additional 15 hours a week in the OB Clinic until the end of the fiscal 
year. 
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• Susan Blake, Gina Hill, Suzanne Hayes, Elisabeth Palmer, Katherine 
Bowens, Natasha Hall and Mary Rogers all MCC's with the Baby 
Love Program attended a workshop,  "Partnering To Protect Children" 
(23rd Annual Statewide Conference on Child Abuse & Neglect) April 
8-9 in Greensboro, NC.  The Fox Foundation provided scholarships to 
all of the staff at a cost of $170.00 each. Staff members assumed 
responsibility for their own travel and meal expenses. A letter of 
appreciation was sent to the Fox Foundation for providing the 
scholarships. 

 
Child Health  
Child Care Health Consultation 
• The Child Care Health Consultation staff “starred” in a video 

produced by Jonathan Kotch, MD, from UNC-CH School of Public 
Health.  Each staff member was interviewed about the challenges and 
satisfactions of her job.  This video will be used to encourage interest 
among health professionals in health promotion activities in childcare 
settings. 

• The Child Care Health Consultation project received notification from 
Durham’s Partnership for Children in April that it was approved for 
funding for the next fiscal year.  The Partnership approved the full 
amount requested.  The Health Department expects official approval 
from North Carolina’s Partnership for Children in the next few weeks. 

 Linkages to Families 
• The Linkages to Families project received notification froDurham’s 

Partnership for Children in April that it was approved for funding for 
the next fiscal year.  The amount approved was slightly below the full 
request, but will not impact the agency’s ability to “run” the project.  
The Department will also be entering into an agreement with Nurse-
Family Partnerships so that it can continue to use their materials and 
receive technical support and data management services from them. 

Lead Nurse Consultant 
• The Lead Nurse Consultant project is funded by a grant from HUD to 

the City of Durham.  The Health Department is a contractor with the 
City on the project, providing case management and community 
education.  The Health Department also contributes Environmental 
Health services.  The project was originally scheduled to end March 
2002.  Since implementation was delayed, the project was granted an 
extension through February 2003.  The various contractors on the 
grant have met to begin the process toward submitting a renewal grant 
to go into effect in March 2003. 

Child Service Coordination 
• Sue Guptill, RN, MSN, supervisor, attended the NC 

InteragencyCoordinating Council for Young Children with Special 
Needs meeting in Charlotte, NC on April 19.  

 
Home Health 
• Claire Hammitt, PHN Supervisor, retired on April 1 after being on 

medical leave for several months.  She ended a career with the County 
after nearly 16 years of service. 

• Kathleen McConnell, RN was promoted to PHN Supervisor I effective 
April 29.  Kathy has been employed with the Department since 
November 1983.  Most recently she worked as the Quality Assurance 
Nurse in the Home Health Program. 
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Jail Health 
• Staff worked with Detention Services to place Ambu bags on each unit 

to assist with CPR.  Training will be given to new Detention Officers 
in the Medical and CPR Classes during orientation.  Training will be 
reintegrated every two years with the Officers recertification training. 

• The Program continues to operate with a skeleton crew.  Efforts to 
recruit new staff are continuing. 

 
School Health  
• Catherine Medlin and Janice Anderson received National Certification 

in School Nursing from the National Association of School Nurses 
• Seven school nurses participated in the Durham Walk for Education 

on April 13th.  They could be easily identified each in a hot pink tee 
shirt reading SCHOOL NURSE. 

• Janice Anderson received an On-the-Spot Award from the County on 
April 18th for her efforts in recruiting her church members to collect 
two vanloads of gifts for children and their families living in Few 
Gardens. 

• Citricia Key coordinated a poster contest advocating Dental Health at 
Lakewood Elementary the week of April 22nd.  She taught classes, 
informed parents, and recruited judges from the community, and 
obtained prizes. 

• Catherine Medlin chaired the regional meeting of the School Nurse 
Association of NC on May 3rd attended by school nurses from the 
Health Department.  A school psychologist and a Young Family 
Program Coordinator from the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill 
presented a program on Emotional, Behavioral, and Mental Disorders 
in Children and Adolescents.  

• The final round of Hepatitis B immunizations for sixth graders was 
completed in April with 1363 students receiving the complete series. 

• School nurses obtained Great Beginnings, a nutrition curriculum for 
pregnant and parenting teens with a matching grant of $450 from 
Lutheran Brotherhood.  Selling buttons saying “I’m Somebody 
Special” raised the funds for the match. 

• Peg Wolfe, Supervisor, retired on May 1 ending a career of nearly 21 
years with Durham County.  Her contributions strengthened the 
School Health Program.  She will be missed! 

 
Neighborhood Nursing   
• Ann Milligan and Joyce Snipes facilitated an inservice for SIDS  in the 

Fayetteville Street Community. 
• Ann Milligan and Joyce Snipes worked with outreach staff to contact 

residents in 200 units the Fayetteville Street community regarding on-
site Syphilis testing.  Twenty-two residents were tested and all had 
negative test results. 

• Ann Milligan, Joyce Snipes, and 2 Social Workers from Duke 
facilitated a Women’s Motivational Group in the Fayetteville Street 
Community. 

• Kerry Smith enrolled 13 sixth graders in an on-site Durham Scholars 
Program in the Few Gardens Neighborhood. 

• Kerry Smith facilitated a Lead Poisoning presentation given by Shirley 
Holloway, RN, and a presentation on Birth Control and Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases given by Jason Berry, RN and Lauren Mask, 
RN. 
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• Ann Milligan, Joyce Snipes and Kerry Smith continued to assist 
residents with referrals to DSS, After School Care, Mental Health, 
Employment Security Commission, Lincoln Community Health 
Center and other area resources. 

 
Miscellaneous 
• Gayle Harris attended monthly meetings of the Carolina Access 

Medical Management Committee, Keeping in Step/TWU Senior Issues 
Team, Dental Van Committee, Juvenile Crime Prevention Council, 
Lincoln Community Health Center Board of Directors, Durham 
County Community Collaborative, Project STAND, and NC Health 
Choice Coalition. 

• Gayle Harris was invited to attend the annual retreat of the Board of 
Trustees of the Durham County Hospital Corporation on April 17.  
She presented information on the Health Department services. 

 
GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES CLINIC 
BCCCP/Adult Health Screening Program 
• 18 women in March and 20 women in April were screened in the 

BCCCP Program. 
• 166 women in March and 97 women in April were screened for 

domestic violence. 
• 295 persons in March and 233 persons in April were screened for 

hypertension. 
 
Communicable Diseases Screening 
• 445 persons in March and 492 persons in April were screened in STD 

Clinic. 
• 348 persons in March and 402 persons in April were screened for 

HIV: (212 tested in March and 243 tested in April at Durham County 
Health Department; 122 tested in March and 145 tested in April at 
Lincoln Community Health Center; 14 tested in March and 14 tested 
in April at the Durham County Jail).  There were 3 positive tests in 
March and 4 positive tests in April. 

  
Reportable Diseases (Other than STDs)  March  April 
• Hepatitis A:          0                     0 
• Hepatitis B, Acute:         0      0 
• Hepatitis B, Carrier:         3  *12 
• Rabies Bite Investigations:        1      1 
• Tuberculosis Cases:         2      2 
• Campylobacter:          1      3 
• Salmonellosis:          2      2 
• Shigella:           0      2 
• E. Coli 0157:H7:          0      0 
• Cryptosporidosis          1      0 
• Pertussis           0      0 
 
*Note:  Lab reports of HBV carriers sent (forwarded) to us by the State, 

do not necessarily represent new cases. They are often known carriers 
of some duration never reported by a patient’s physician.  
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Outbreaks 
Since January 2002, the STD clinic has encountered 16 cases of primary 
and secondary (P/S) Syphilis, a significant increase in comparison to only 
18 cases of P/S Syphilis reported for the year 2000.  (2001 data is not 
available). 
 
Immunizations 
Immunizations given:   452 in March and 450 in April 
     
Pharmacy 
Prescriptions filled:  4,187 in March and 4,633 in April 
 
Laboratory 
Tests performed:  5,711 in March and 6,081 in April 
 
Activities of Staff 
• Karen Taylor, Pharmacist, began employment March 18th. 
• Marty Reich, Laboratory Technician, began employment March 18th. 
• Susan Servant, RN, Adult Health/BCCCP attended a training on 

Abnormal Pap Smears at UNC presented by Dr. Seshu Sarma, 
Department of OB-Gyn, Morehouse School of Medicine.   

• Linda Brown, RN attended an STD/HIV Update on March 15th 
presented by the Florida Department of Health. 

• Pam Weaver, Sandy McFall, and Immunization Staff met with Kelly 
Salanda on April 3rd for an information session on Clinic Assessment 
Software Application (CASA). 

• Sinatra Kitt, Immunization Clinic, is attending Spanish II classes. 
• The two-day TB Community Outreach conducted at a Durham 

apartment complex resulted in the following activities: 
 90 PPDs were given. 
 68 results were read. 
 31 individuals were determined to have a positive PPD, resulting in 

their subsequent referral for chest X rays and evaluation for TB. 
• The TB Clinic is following a suspected case of reactivated TB after 

completion of INH preventive treatment. 
• The STD clinic has increased their screening and management of 

individuals suspected or confirmed with Early Syphilis. 
• Arlene Sena, MD has met with the Syphilis Elimination staff; the 

Regional Disease Intervention Specialists; Dr. Peter Leone, the NC 
HIV/STD Program Medical Director; and Ms. Evelyn Foust, the NC 
HIV/STD Control Program Chief to develop a multi-agency plan for 
addressing the Syphilis outbreak in Durham County. 

 
DENTAL DIVISION 
 A segment on the Tooth Ferry was aired on WTVD Ch. 11 April 17, 

2002.  The Department of Family and Community Medicine at Duke 
University Medical Center received a $25,000 donation for the Dental 
Van from the Smiles for Life Program and the Teammates for Kids 
Foundation.  Dr. Sarant, a private practitioner in Raleigh, NC, 
submitted the Tooth Ferry for consideration. 

 The Dental Division staff shared the responsibility for Dental Health 
Education community presentations since the resignation of our Dental 
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Hygienist.  Five presentations were given to approximately 200 
participants.  

 Dr. McKibbins returned on April 29th and is providing dental services 
to students at Burton Elementary School.  The Tooth Ferry will be at 
Burton until the end of May. 

 Dental Van staff has been working on plans for the summer.  Together 
with the DPS Community Education summer camp staff we are 
working on plans to provide dental treatment to children who will 
attend summer camp at Glenn and Oak Grove Elementary Schools.  

 Dr. McIntosh: 
   Attended continuing education course at UNC School of Dentistry on 

      “Pulp Therapy for Young Permanent Teeth”.  
   Attended Durham-Orange Dental society meeting. 
   Met with Assistant County Manager and Budget Officer along with  

      other managers from the Health Dept. 
   Attended School Health Team and Dental Van Committee meetings. 
   Screened new admissions for Head Start. 

 
Dental Clinic 

 April 
 Encounter Procedures 
Health Choice 19 84 
Sliding Fee 29 140 
Medicaid 125 526 
Total 173 750 

 
Dental Van 

 Eastway Burton 
 Apr. 8-25 Apr. 29-30 
Encounters 59 16 
Procedures 226 68  

 
HEALTH DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 
• Attended the National Association of County and City Health Officials 

(NACCHO) Bioterrorism Committee meeting in San Antonio, Texas.  
Recommendations regarding the use and allocation of federal 
Bioterrorism funds to states were discussed.  CDC staff were present 
and indicated that strong sentiment exists at the federal level that the 
lion’s share of the funds should be allocated to the local level. 

• Participated in several Bioterrorism Regional Team conference calls 
related to planning, implementation, resource allocation, training, and 
other issues pertaining to the inauguration of this effort. 

• Participated in ongoing discussions with an initiative to extend the 
availability of dental services to working poor adults in Durham 
County.  Members of the Durham United Way Issues Funding Cabinet 
are also participating.  Identification of financial resources to start the 
project is a major hurdle. 

• Presented a proposal to replace the Health Department’s aging Patient 
Care Management System with a new HIPAA compliant software 
upgrade to the County’s HIPAA Coordinator. 
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• Attended the monthly meeting of the North Carolina Association of 
Local Health Directors.  Steve Cline, State Epidemiologist, presented 
the State’s proposed response to the federal grant for Bioterrorism 
preparedness planning.  Comments related to the lack of funds to 
directly support local health departments were made by several Local 
Health Directors. 

• Attended United Way Health Issues Team meetings. 
• Attended a planning meeting to discuss a community outreach to the 

Crossroads Apartments to respond to an active case of TB in the 
complex. 

• Attended the Durham Health Partners Board of Directors Meeting. 
• Attended Durham’s Partnership for Children bi-monthly meeting.  

Allocation decisions for the upcoming state fiscal year were 
determined. 

• Hosted the first Region Four Bioterrorism Team meeting.  
Representatives from all eleven counties included in the region were 
invited.  Approximately half attended the meeting.  Marc Kolman, 
Person County Health Director, and Gibbie Harris, Wake County 
Health Director, were elected co-chairs of the Steering Committee 
formed to provide guidance to the team. 

• Presented the Health Department’s budget proposal to Deputy County 
Manager Carolyn Titus.  The Leadership Team actively participated in 
the presentation. 

• Initiated a meeting with the NC STD Disease Intervention team, Dr. 
Peter Leone, HIV/STD Prevention & Care Branch Medical Director, 
and Health Department staff to discuss the steps that needed to be 
taken to respond to a recent surge in early Syphilis cases.  State DIS 
staff will become increasingly active to identify and bring in for 
treatment contacts identified during their epidemiologic investigations.  
A second meeting was held with Dr. Leone and Evelyn Foust, STD 
Program Chief, to follow up on the activities and progress to date.  A 
plan to appropriately respond to the outbreak was agreed to and will be 
closely followed. 

• Attended CAARE, Inc. grand opening celebration of its new offices.  
CAARE is a community-based organization active for the past seven 
years in HIV case management services.  The Health Department is 
currently engaged in negotiating an agreement that will enable 
CAARE to begin HIV testing and counseling. 

• Attended the steering committee meeting for the “Just for Us 
Program”, a Fullerton Foundation funded project that brings 
healthcare to elderly housing units. 

• Attended the monthly Durham County Department Heads Meeting. 
• Attended the Duke Bioterrorism Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) 

meeting for the central region of NC.  Local Health Directors from the 
region have been invited to join the RAC.  A new name for the Duke 
RAC is being developed. 

• Attended the United Way Resource Investment monthly meeting.  A 
resolution calling upon the NC Legislature to raise the taxes on liquor 
and cigarettes was passed and sent to the Triangle United Way Board 
for consideration. 

• Met with Ellen Holliman, new Interim Director of the Durham Center. 
• Hosted staff from the Centers for Disease Control that are developing 

an automated disease reporting system for early detection of emerging 
pathogens.  The visit was designed to familiarize CDC staff with 
information flow and processing at a local health department. 
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• Renovations to the front desk and waiting areas are now under way.  
Completion is scheduled for 60 to 90 days.  Improvements in client 
intake and protection of medical confidentiality are anticipated results 
of the project. 

• Attended the Quarterly Carolina Access II Executive Committee 
meeting. 

• Attended the County Commissioners Work Sessions where Annette 
Carrington from Health Education Division presented a program 
update for the Teen Outreach Program.  The presentation was well 
received. 

• Hosted the second meeting of the Region Four Bioterrorism Team 
Steering Committee. 

• Conducted presentations relating to activities and community health 
indicators to the Kiwanis Club at Henderson Towers and to the NC 
Citizens for Public Health at Durham Regional Hospital.  

• Attended a dinner hosted by MaryAnn Black and Dr. Ralph 
Snyderman where information pertaining to DUHS proposed reduction 
in force (RIF) of up to 400 positions was discussed.  DUHS’s financial 
position and plans for strengthening the System’s bottom line were 
discussed.  Commissioner Black will be forming an advisory 
committee of key health care leaders to assist her in her new role as 
Director of Community Health for DUHS. 
 
 [The Chairman provided the names of additional members of the 
Committees that were created on March 14, 2002, for the record.] 

  Legislative Committee: Ms. Salois-Deane  
  Planning Committee:     Dr. Bordley   
  Continuing Education:   Ms. Smullin and Ms. Salois Deane 
 
 Dr. Bordley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Royster 
seconded the motion and it was approved with no opposition. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
William H. Burch, R.Ph., Chairman 
Chairman 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Brian E. Letourneau, MSPH, Health Director 
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